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Carifestia X — A positive and
exhilarating contribution

by Janet Jagan .

Just about everyth’ing that
can be said about Carifesta
X has been said and now gve
all await the outcorhe of the
' many, many events that are
now taking place in our be-
loved Guyana. -
Just a look at the
massive schedules of plays
being performed, books be-
ing launched, dance per-

formances, steel bands play- .

ing, community festivals, art

exhibitions, craft displays,
. workshops exhibitions and
s0 on, it’s truly overwhelm-
ing. : Y
The various. coun-
tries contributing and par-
ticipating in these events is
an encouraging element and
will give a broader perspec-

tive to the display and en- -

richment of the cultural
gvents.

Culture is an essen-
tial 'aspect of any society in

this broad world in which we
live. If a country or a nation
ignores its culture, it is ignor-
ing its own future. Unfortu-
nately, in some countries

to grow and become part and
parcel of people’s lives.

It is a great pity that
the Opposition People’s Na-
tional Congress (PNC) has

ing to note that the PNC
in announcing its boycott,
limited to the top echelons
of the Party and not to the
rank and file. It doesn’t

It is a great pity that the Opposition People’s National
Congress (PNC) has seen fit to boycott Carifesta X. Their
decision is totally meaningless and, if nothing else, ex-
poses the mean-spirited aspect that dominates their
party. It is interesting to note that the PNC in announc-
ing its boycott, limited to the top echelons of the Party |
and not to the rank and file. It doesn’t take a genius to
figure out that one. The rank and file PNC members
‘are just as excited and interested as are other Guyanese.

culture has been so commer-
cialized that it has destroyed

-and inhibited its normal

course through society. This
we have~to consciously
avoid and provide the means
and support for our cultures
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Carifesta has nothing at all to do with partisan politics.
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politics. It’s about the
splendid new forms of
culture arising in our re-
gion of the world, of which
many aspects will influence
our own artists who will find
fresh incentives, new ideas
and encouragement in im-
proving their own areas of
culture.

Art, literature, music,

 dance, drama and crafts and

even the culinary arts from

artists who will be here in

person, will be a great stimu-
lant.
We cannot deny that
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the new freedoms which
Guyana now enjoys after the
restoration of democracy in‘
1992 have brought signifi-
cant changes in our cultural
life. More dance groups
have developed, more writ-
ers are publishing their
books, more artists are ex-
hibiting their paintings and

* sculptures, our steel bands

have been revived from a
zero state and now, with the
re-opening of Theatre Guild,
drama will once again arise -
to new heights. - s
An event like "
Carifesta X invigorates the#
cultural scene, brings atten-
tion to our artists who, at
timss, are severely ne-
glected, inspires our youths
and those who want to make
their contributions to the na-
tion’s culture. :
Only positive gains
can come from Carifesta. Let
the naysayers shrivel in their
shame! All success to

Carifesta X! |






